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    The parable of the rich man and Lazarus that we read today is another parable that contrasts two extremes. Like the parable of publican and the Pharisee, we have a rich man and a poor one. In fact, the parable contrasts not an ordinary rich man and a poor man, but the worse possible extremes. The rich man is dressed in purple which indicates he is from royalty, no doubt eats sumptuously every day, has servants who wait on him hand and foot and he has everything he ever wanted in life. The beggar is not just one who has no job, but he has no home to speak of, he is not healthy based on the fact that he is afflicted with sores and the dogs take care of him by licking his sores and he eats crumbs, which would contribute to his bad health. 

    This extreme opposite in the parable is really a contrast of peoples. The rich man represents the Jews and Lazarus represents the gentile people. The Jews were the ones who were given much in this life and were given the opportunity to sustain their righteousness with God, while the gentiles were given nothing because of their birth, but were the ones who were given much in the next life because they chose righteousness in this life and recognizing Christ as God. 
     Now both men in the parable eventually die and it states that the rich man now recognizes the truth. The parable states that Lazarus rests in the bosom of Abraham. You might remember that this phrase is used in our requiem service for the deceased and it refers to the place we hope to go before the general resurrection and judgment of all. In the Old Testament Abraham was the father of the Jews who welcomed the Jews in Sheol when they passed on. The bosom is a figure of speech that suggests being comforted. For instance, a child is comforted in its mother’s bosom clutched in her arms. St. John the Theologian, the writer of the fourth gospel was comforted in the bosom of Christ at the Last Supper. This suggests the closeness between the Lord and St. John. For us Christians, it is our hope that we too will have this closeness and be welcomed in the bosom of Christ, just like St. John and Christ. 
    Another important element of the parable is the great gulf that is between Lazarus and the rich man. The great gulf represents the impossibility of us crossing from one side to the other after we pass on to the new life. Once our heart stops, we then cease to be able to sin or have the capability to repent of our sins. The unconfessed actions in our life become indelible ink written into a book. This is why we must always be vigilant and continue to preserve our life here on earth in purity, because once we pass on there is no coming back to repentance. 
     Jesus teaches here that heaven and hell are both real, literal places. Christ spoke about hell a great deal, as did Paul, Peter, John, Jude, and the writer of Hebrews. The Bible is clear that every person who has ever lived will spend eternity in either heaven or hell. Like the rich man in the story, multitudes today are satisfied in their conviction that all is well with their soul, however many will hear our Savior tell them otherwise when they die.
    The end of the parable is a plea from the rich man to warn his brothers who are still living of the torments he is going through. This verse reminds us of a saying we have among ourselves today: “Even if Jesus Christ were to come down, they would not change”. Some people are so comfortable in their lives in whatever they do, that even seeing a heavenly body and being warned by a prophet about what will happen to them if they do not change, would not even cause them to move an inch to make any change. Unfortunately, their lives will end up like the rich man, regretting what they have done in this life, but it will be too late. 
     So, the question remains, would you choose to lead your life like the rich man or would you choose to be like the beggar if you were given the choice. If we took a poll of people off the street and asked the general population this question, most would no doubt think we were not dealing with a full deck and those that did answer the question would all say the rich man.  

     Sadly, what we preach is not what we really believe nor do we employ in our daily lives. Like the rich man, we ignore, we push aside anything similar to the beggar. Our lives here in America are too complacent, too involved that we ignore the struggles of those that are in our surroundings. How many of us really have thought about what a homeless person goes through on a daily basis? Do we really think about the loneliness, the depression, the isolation, the hunger, the drug abuse. Sure, we see the news clips on the TV, but has it done any good? Have we as the richest society in the world been able to eradicate it? For the last 50 years ever since President Johnson began the war on poverty, we have been talking and talking and throwing money at poverty but yet it remains.
    Unfortunately, we try to act in Christian ways, the bulk of society is very much part of this world first and foremost. Many of us have reduced our Christian life to a Sunday morning service without ever taking the gospel we hear and apply it to the world. 69% of Americans only give a small portion of their wealth to charities and 25% volunteer little time and talents. Imagine if more people gave even an extra 25% financially and increased volunteering their time what an impact it could mean. 
    We need to really think about how we can make the difference. Do we want to be like the rich man who has benefited greatly in this life and given little back? The Christian life must be like Lazarus, it must be a life completely humbled not exalted like the rich man. It is only then, at the time of trial that we will be exalted for all the good we have done in this life. Amen.
