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   This gospel lesson of the blindman that we just read is a reading that is contained all three historical gospels, Matthew Mark and Luke, however, The difference is that in Matthew’s gospel there are two blind men and in Mark’s gospel he identifies the blind man as Bartimaeus. These slight differences in the gospel accounts shows us that the stories were passed down and variations occurred until it was codified.  

    However, St. Augustine differs and says that the accounts are really two different miracles. Once on the way to Jericho Luke plainly shows that the miracle took place with one blind man and again Matthew attests Christ and the disciples are leaving Jericho two blind men were healed. Whether the accounts are one are two, it doesn’t affect the central message contained in the lesson. 
     You might think that the gospel lesson reminds us of the Good Samaritan in that we have a beggar by the road on the way to Jericho.  If you recall from the lesson of the Good Samaritan, Jericho was land below sea level, lush in Palm trees, but it was a city with a reputation. We might say that it was city with a night life and would be an equivalent of Vegas for the time. It is symbolic in that going down to Jericho is likened to going down to hell. It was notorious not only for beggars, but robbers and other significant sinners. 
    So what happens here is that a blind man calls out to Jesus. How is it that a blindman would even know it was Jesus you might ask. St. Cyril of Jerusalem says that the blindman has no knowledge of Christ through sight, but that Christ’s presence is picked up through the heart. From this we can then say that Christ can be attained by all the senses, whether we are deaf, blind or have some other sensory impairment. 
    People who have impaired senses often have developed their other senses in order to survive in the world. Perhaps this is what was happening when he acknowledged our Savior when he yelled out “Son of David” have mercy on me. 

    So we might ask what is so different with this miracle than others with a similar scenario.   In this lesson, we have a man that yells out and even after he is told to be quiet, he yells even louder. 

     When you read it in the English language we might say that the man was rude and that is why the crowd is telling him to be quiet. But in the Semitic languages it is not understood as rudeness, rather it is more closely understood as boldness.  Boldness is a word that means we have the willingness to take risks, to act in a confident manner and to have a clear appearance in the sight of Christ. 

      Remember in the Divine Liturgy before we say the Our Father we say “And make us worthy O Master, that with boldness and without condemnation we may dare to call upon thee and say…” This is essentially the same intent, the same type of request with the same fervor that the blind man is using as we are doing in the Divine Liturgy. 

     So Jesus asks that he be brought to him. Certainly Jesus could easily have healed him from afar, but what Christ wants the crowd to see is the boldness of his faith and that it is with that boldness, he is healed by Christ.

     So if we can conclude why we are reading the gospel today, we can say that we need the same boldness of the blindman to ask God to open our eyes. We associate boldness as a negative reaction, but in this case it can have a positive outcome. 
