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Two weeks before the Nativity of Christ, the church commemorates the memory of the forefathers. The forefathers are those people who lived before Christ under the law of Judaism. They are all recorded in the Old Testament and if we were to do an ancestral tree, they would all be branches from the root of Adam to the trunk of Christ.  
   The day is not only to connect the Old Testament to the new, but it is a thanksgiving to the forefathers for preparing the way for the new covenant. Not only were these forefathers trying to keep the people in the way of the law of the Old Testament, but some of them foretold the coming of the Messiah. During this fast time the feast day of 6 prophets are commemorated.
    We could almost liken the celebration of the forefathers as a tribute for a lame duck president who is about to leave office. We honor their 4 or 8 years in office and also we bid them farewell as we prepare for the festivities of the next president.  
    The gospel lesson we just heard is one of a group of parables that refers to the kingdom of God. The central part of this parable is the supper and how it revolves around an invitation to the gathering. As we know, when we are planning a party, we usually call or send out invitations well in advance, so that the invitees can respond if they will come or decline. 
    One interpretation of this gospel lesson read at this time is that it extends to us the invitation to attend the Nativity celebration.  The timing of this lesson today is consistent with the time needed to respond to the invitation. It allows us to plan and hopefully make the right decision of participating and enjoying the joy of the Nativity.  
     The parable can also be understood as an instruction to us to participate in the Lord’s Supper every Sunday and feast day. The supper in this parable is the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. If we listen to the prayers, litanies, hymns in our Divine Liturgy, they refer to us, not just the priest or a few, but they exhort all of us to partake of the Body and blood of Christ. Just like the people in the parable who are invited, we are all invited as well to participate in the Eucharistic banquet. 
     However, some as we often see, come to church, yet they do not participate in receiving the Body and Blood of our Lord. When we were young, many of us remember only receiving once or twice per year. This practice was an aberration of the original intent. The historical reasons are too numerous for this sermon, but we need to realize that infrequent communion is not the norm and should not be practiced. 

     Just imagine getting invited to a wedding reception and that we sat there listened to the music, but when the waitress was ready to place the plate on the table, we said no thank you. Let’s say that half of the people at the reception chose not to eat—we would expect the bridal couple not only to be angry, but would think twice about inviting us to another affair. In the same way, if we come to church and sit in our pew and do not partake of the Eucharist, we are insulting our Lord. Some of the elders of the church have said that to come to church and refrain from participating in the Eucharist is tantamount to blasphemy. COVID cannot be used as an excuse since we have made every opportunity for everyone to receive the Lord. How then will we be judged if we stand back in our pew or we do not make arrangements to receive the sacraments?
     Even though we can liken this parable to Eucharist and inviting us to the Nativity celebrations, a third interpretation can be made and the interpretation has a greater message for us. The greater message deals with the everlasting kingdom and whether we are ready to accept it. The parable speaks of invited guests. These guests are no doubt referring to the chosen people of God, but what happens everyone is welcomed to the table. 
     In fact, not only gentiles but the downtrodden, the poor, those who were despised, the blind and the lame. St. Gregory the Great says that the reason why these people come is because they have no possessions that will interfere with the Lord’s calling. Perhaps that is why our Lord tells us to sell all of our possessions and give them to the poor. It is only then can we truly focus on God and our salvation.  
     What is amazing about getting an invitation to an event are the excuses we conger up when we do not want to attend a party. Usually we are sick, or it is too cold to go outside, or the road conditions are not good. Each of us at sometime in our life has given an excuse like this one, even though we were not sick or the road conditions were excellent. The real reasons are endless, whether we are just lazy to attend, maybe we do not want to bring a gift, maybe there are people at the party we do not want to associate with. We often hear these same excuses when we do not come to church or when we pass up the opportunity to receive the sacraments of the church. 
    All of these excuses in the lesson whether it is to see a new farm, release a yolk of oxen or to attend to a new wife are trappings of this world. We are not able to relinquish worldly pursuits. The farm, yolk of oxen nor the wife will not save us, but the one who can save us, we reject—how ironic! 
    Last week we celebrated our patronal feast St. Nicholas Day. It is usually the second popular feast after Pascha when most people come to church--and sadly some of our own people did not come despite the invitation to come and celebrate. Yet there were people who came who were not parishioners of our church and they celebrated with us. If we called these people who refrained from attending the services, you will get a host of reasons why they couldn’t attend—all of which would be worldly pursuits no doubt. 
    The question for many in our church, particularly those not here, will we ever accept the invitation or will we always have some worldly possession that will keep us away from the Lord. Amen.
