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Samaritan Woman

Sunday, May 30, 2021

      In today's Gospel, we see clearly how Our Lord combines within His Person two natures, the human and the divine.

     On the one hand, we see that as a human-being, like all of us, He is wearied, thirsty and hungry. The Gospel tells us, for example, that when midday, the sixth hour, had come, His disciples left him to obtain food in the city and that Christ, thirsty, asked the Samaritan Woman for drink. 

     On the other hand, we see that He is also divine. Living as God in eternity, He knows the present, past and future of all. Thus as God He knows that the Samaritan Woman has already been married five times and that at present she is living in sin with yet another man. Also He tells her that He can give her 'living water' from an Eternal Well, and He tells the disciples that His 'food is to do the will of Him that sent Me'.  
   As a man, Christ was a Jew, and His disciples are therefore perplexed to find Him conversing not only with a woman, but with a Samaritan Woman. A Jew would never even have talked to a Samaritan, let alone a Samaritan Woman, for as the Apostle John says in his Gospel, 'the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans'.  As God, however, Christ does not hesitate to talk to one who is able to accept Him as the Messiah, for the vocation of Christ is universal. 'Salvation comes forth from the Jews', but salvation is only for those who accept Christ. 
   True, from the Jewish viewpoint, the Samaritans were Jews who had intermarried with pagans, thus they were considered heretics; they had rejected the importance of Jerusalem and much of the Old Testament, including the Prophets. In other words, they had confused pagan idolatry with the Old Testament law. 

   On the other hand, the Jews had rejected Christ. The Jews had turned the truths and revelations of the Old Testament into legalism and territorial racism, an arrogant, nationalistic and racist ideology; they had denied that Christ, as a Jew, could, as God, come for the salvation of all peoples. For the Jews had kept the letter of the Law but had rejected the spirit of the Law. And without the Spirit they were unable to recognize Christ. 
     Why does the Church commemorate the Samaritan Woman today?  We have seen in all the gospel lessons after Easter that they all have dealt with water in some way and that each corresponds to the building of the church and the importance of the 7 sacraments... In this gospel, Christ is referring to the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist.  Jesus skillfully shows her that she needs the living water that He can give.  This living water is his body and blood that all need in order to restore our souls and bodies to the perfect Adam we once were. This living water contains the spirit that bring us closer and closer to God. 
     At Easter the great truths of the Church are revealed - that Christ is both God and man, that He is crucified and risen from the dead. However, these truths may remain rather unfulfilled until at Pentecost we understand their inner meaning, their implications for our daily life. By the Coming of the Holy Spirit, these truths become living, and we worship Christ in spirit and in truth. Thus the Church reads to us the words that, 'the hour is coming when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth'. 
     And this is why this world still continues today, why the world has not yet ended. Until the Gospel of Christ has been preached in spirit and in truth, that is, in Orthodox manner, in all lands, throughout the world, the world cannot end. For as long as there are new Samaritans, new peoples, new tribes to hear the Truth, as long as there are people who can still potentially become Orthodox, the world must continue, for there is harvest still to be reaped.

     This past Wednesday, we celebrated the minor feast of mid-Pentecost, which is half-way between Easter and Pentecost. This is why we are now beginning to hear of the spirit in our lectionary to prepare us to leave the risen and ascended Christ and to embrace the Holy Spirit—that spirit that will inspire us to go forth and to be fishers of men. The church is giving us a foretaste of another joy, something to look forward to, something to celebrate and to be thankful for the gift of the spirit that God has so richly poured out for us.  It will be our time when the church is fully established and we can become fishers of men. 
     So how can we understand this gospel today’s world. What stands out is the breakdown of prejudices between cultures and that all are welcomed into the body of Christ. The hatred that existed between Samaritans and Jews is broken= we can only imagine and hope that the hatred between Jew and Palestinian could be broken in the same way—unfortunately, as we have witnessed in the news lately, it is a recurrent theme that has no end. In the same way, each of us must overcome prejudices that we have, whether it is based on race, economic aspects, gender biases or religion. 

   Second, women are equal parts of body of Christ. Up until now, women were never taught the teachings. It was exclusively a man’s world but Christ did not treat women as subordinate creatures rather he is making them part of the royal priesthood and holy nation as St. Paul so eloquently tells us. We live in a country that has done much to eliminate the distance between male and female, yet outside our country there is much to be done to eradicate injustices. This is why the gospel must be preached to all nations, so that all of humanity, can taste that living water.
   Third, the Samaritan woman leaves her jar at the well and goes to the city to tell the others of her experience. This is essentially what Christ proclaims at the end of Matthew’s gospel, to go forth and lead others to the faith. We must all be proactive in bringing new blood into the church. If we fail to do this, we have not exercised the basic instruction of Christ.
     Christ is Risen!  Xpuctos Bockprece!  Christos a Inviat!

