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Transfiguration Feast

Sermon read Sunday August 7th
By Fr. Terenti Wasielewski

Spraznikom! The Blessing of the Feast Day!
     Yesterday we celebrated the Feast of the Transfiguration, one of the 12 great feasts on the Orthodox calendar. This feast as with all the feasts during August and September have their roots in pre-Christian religions. This is the time of the harvest and the pre-Christians celebrated what they have grown over the last few months. This is precisely why we bless fruit-- we have carried on the tradition of our ancestors by feasting and sharing the crops. 
    The gospel lesson speaks of making shelters on Mount Tabor. This is connected with the blessing of fruit today, because the ancient Jews built shelters and celebrated 8 days during the harvest times. Even today contemporary Jews celebrate the feast of Succoth in September or October in which they built shelters and live in them for a week. It is essentially a connection with nature and a thanksgiving that God has provided them with a bountiful harvest.  

    Even though we bless all fruits, the tradition, which still exists in the Greek churches today is to bless only grapes. The reason is simple: it was the grapes that were used to make the sacramental wine that was used for the Divine Liturgy. 

     The gospel lesson today speaks about Peter, James and John, being taken up to Mount Tabor. All were said to have experienced a miraculous event whereby Christ transforms himself into a glowing light. The “transformation” that Christ does is known in the Greek language as Metamorphoses or in Slavonic Preoblazhenie. The Greek word is where we have received our own word metamorphic. We may have heard of metamorphic rocks—they are one of three categories of rocks on earth that have been transformed over time from crushed plant life that has been heated over several years and have thus become a harden material as Granite.
      The lesson also includes the appearance of the Moses and Elijah who appear on each side of Christ as he is transfigured. This appearance has a symbolic interpretation because Moses was the fulfillment of the law in the Old Testament and Elijah was the fulfillment of the prophets in the Old Testament. Christ represents both the fulfillment of the law and the prophets and that is why the church represents Moses and Elijah flanking Christ in the iconography of the church. The fulfillment of Christ is further confirmed by a voice from God the Father exclaiming that this is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased. In a sense, this feast is intertwined with the Epiphany feast because it is at the baptism in the Jordan that God the Father expresses the same statement.

       So, what is it from this feast that we as Christians can gain from this celebration?  First, Christ is not only proving to the apostles but to us that he is the Son of God. Second, Christ is showing the apostles and to us that this is a foretaste of the kingdom which they and we will experience at the end of time when all will be reconciled with God. Third, this reconciliation will only occur if we have the ability to transform ourselves here on earth. If we look around us we can see examples of true transformation in life. We have seen the tiniest of seeds, the mustard seed, transform into one of the largest plants and we know that caterpillars transform themselves into the most beautiful of butterflies. If plants and insects have the ability to transform themselves, is it not possible that man can do the same.    Fourth and most important, the harvest is a holiday that celebrates unity and is about inclusivity. When we go to a county fair and see all the farmers displaying their goods, this signals that all types of people come together. It also demonstrates that we are only complete when we are bound to our fellow human beings. Moreover, it is only when we have meaningful relationships with others that we can truly experience joy. The Transfiguration harvest is a reminder that a person can have all the material objects in the world, but it is a miserable existence if it’s not shared with others. 
Sprasnikom!
